
Great and Little Barugh Parish Council.
Minutes of meeting held on 17th September, 2025, 7pm, Brawby village hall.
Present: Sarah Houlston, Sue Gough, Richard Metcalfe

1. To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence.
Apologies received from Cllr. Hagger.  No other apologies received.

2. To receive any declarations of interest not already declared under the Council’s Code of Conduct or a member’s Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.
None received.

2:1 To receive, consider and decide upon any applications for dispensation.
None received.

3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd April, 2025, as a true and accurate record.
Minutes approved.
3:1 To consider matters arising from the meeting held on 2nd April, 2025.
· VAT claim of 18/8 has now been submitted for the amount of £2176.01.  The final invoice from Ceraphi has been received on 3/9 and payment will be made.
· Geothermal Project Communication day run by Third Energy and Ceraphi at Kirby Misperton village hall on 3rd September.  Councillors Houlston and Gough attended and had a useful discussion with Russell Hoare and Ilse Bermudez.  Our project is going to require funding to go ahead for Little Barugh and Habton.  Kirby Misperton has already secured funding to progress with their project and once theirs goes forward, this will encourage investment for Little Barugh and Habton.
· Village planters.  Bulbs and plants to be purchased.
· Maps.  The reply to Cllr. Hagger was noted and council will confer with him when he returns from his travels.
· External Audit.  Questions raised by external auditors re employees and fixed assets, answered by PC.
· Missing Finger Post.  The approach and access to the footpath from Stainers Farm was walked by Cllrs. Gough and Houlston.  We spoke to the owner who told us that he had asked NYC for clarification on the footpath but had not yet received a response.

4. Public session.  To allow residents and members of the public to make representations, ask questions and give evidence in respect of any items of business.
There were no representations made, no members of the public were present.

5. To consider and decide upon the following planning application/s:
None received.	

6. Agenda items.
· Invitation from Kirby Misperton Parish Council to consider the amalgamation of the Parish Councils of Kirby Misperton, Great and Little Barugh and Habton. This was discussed at length with the unanimous decision to decline the invitation for 2 main reasons; 1) we are a tiny parish council and we are aware that such an amalgamation would likely entail a lot of extra work. 2) We are concerned about the legal process of such an amalgamation and the possible complications outweigh the advantages for us.  3) The common land in our Parish is solely the responsibility of this parish.
The Parish Council would be very willing to continue to contribute to and join with Kirby Misperton for certain events as we have done occasionally in the past.  
A response to this proposal will be drafted and sent, Cllrs. Houlston and Gough will work on this.
· Candice Wilson ROW matter.  This was discussed and a decision was made to arrange to walk the footpath by Cllrs. Gough, Houlston and Metcalfe.  A date will be arranged.
· Webinar on Biodiversity attended by Cllrs. Gough and Houlston on 25th June.  This was very interesting and tied in nicely with the PC’s plans.  
Among the areas discussed were the necessity to have a map of the parish with all items of interest and relevance recorded including trees and species.  Insect refuges such as log piles could play an important part in protecting insects and both these ideas present a good way to include the community in building them.  
· We have our biodiversity survey from Kieran Holiday of Flamingo Land, which we will put onto our website.
· Asset of Community Value (ACV)  We received advance notice that registration of the Golden Lion in Great Barugh runs out on 24th December.  Parish council would not be able to re-register this property until after the current one expires.  A lengthy discussion took place; this public house did provide the only community centre for both villages.  The decision was made to defer our decision until our next meeting when the council would be complete.  It was also decided that this item should be on the agenda for the next meeting and that the agenda should be sent to every resident on the Parish Council mailing list and placed onto the notice boards for each village.
· Sub Committees.  A date for a meeting of the Biodiversity subcommittee at Cllr Gough’s house will be arranged, date tbc. Two other sub committees were agreed: Highways and Golden Lion.
· Speed restrictions and 20sPlenty.  Sub committee of Highways to explore the procedure for gaining reduced speeding through the villages. 
· Co-option of another councillor.  It was agreed that we need a 5th councillor, as we have been operating with one councillor less than we should for some time.  We must adhere to the correct legal procedure in appointing a new member of the council.  It was noted that the next election will take place in May 2027.


Parish Correspondence
RTS parish Liaison
Parish precept, info will be passed to Cllr Houlston.


Meeting closed at 8.04pm
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